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ATI 'T muſt be a ſource of deep concern to every 
| feeling mind, ſurveying the lot of mortality, 
| doomed to ſtruggle with innumerable difficulties, 
| and expoſed to perpetual toil and labour in this its 

ſublunary habitation ; that mankind, as citizens of 


the world, under one common parent, ſhould not, 

by unanimity and concord, endeavour to avert that 

train of ers dene which is the inevitable conle- 

quence of ſtrife and diſcord. Vet, ſo numerous are 
„ the accidents to which we are hourly expoſed, and fo 
various the opinions of men, that there is no one, 
who has arrived at years of maturity, but muſt have 
ſeen almoſt daily proofs of this lament able variance 
betwixt man and man, except a hermit, who, by a 
voluntary ſecluſion from fociety, is alike unac- 
quainted with its joys or its ſorrows.—It would, 
however, be an alleviation of this calamity, if the 
votaries of religion themſelves, were ſo far ſwayed by 
the precepts of that goſpel they profeſs to believe, 
that peace and concord might inalienably remain in 
their borders: but that they are actuated by paſſions 
equally violent with the common multitude: juſt as 
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prone to diſcord, and in ſome meaſure as careful af- 
ter the things of this world, I think the example 
before us a memorable teſtimony. 
The unhappy diſpute which has for ſome time paſt 
prevailed betwixt the "Truſtees of the Methodiſt 
Preaching- Houſe at Dewſbury, and the Conference, 
is at length, after a variety of viciſſitudes, brought to 
a concluſion. And as the Rev. Dr. Coke has thought 
proper to preſent the public with a vindication of the 
conduct of Conference; the Truſtees think themſelves 
in like manner called upon, to requeſt the public 
attention to a juſtification of the meaſures they have 
uniformly purſued from the very origin of the conteſt 
to its unhappy concluſion. - An appeal, neverthelels, 
to the public ear is what they would never have un- 
dertaken, unleſs impell'd by almoſt unavoidable ne- 
ceſſity (as they have likewiſe been to every action 
during th- whole revolution ; never attacking, but 
always reſiſting the attacks of their adverſaries) to 
acquit themſelves from the charge of © barefaced 
tyranny, and injuſtice ;”* to prove that in reality there 
is no ſhadow of a parallel betwixt their conduct and 
the Popiſh Inquiſition ;”* to vindicate and applaud 
before the world that upright and generous diſpoſition 
of their Miniſter, Mr. Atlay, which the Rev. Dr. 
has audaciouſly attempted to defame, and whom 
he has very charitably claſſed with the “ Devil” 
himſelf: In ſhort, to wipe off their characters that 
ſtain which has been caſt upon them, not alone as 
chri/tians, but as honeſt men. As in theſe polemi- 
cal publications, juſtice and equity will doubtleſs be 
appeal'd to on both fides : nay, more; as Conference 
has already appealed for the rectitude of their mea- 
ſures to that moſt awful tribunal which guilt muſt 
ſhudder but to think upon; and as on cne part an 
error there muſt be, facts alone muſt determine 
where that error lies. And the Truſtees would ob- 
ſerve, 


See the Rev. Dr.'s pamphlet. 


(+83 


ſerve, that in ſtating their facts, they will endeavour 
to be a little more careful than the Reverend Doctor, 
and & that eminently pious man, Mr. Walton; that 
their facts ſhall have a legitimate title to the naine, 
reſting upon the adamantine baſis of truth, Which 
the generality of their adverſaries, they are bold to 


affirm, do not; in very deed that they are no facts 
at all. 


« The grand point in this conteſt” which the 


Rev. Dr. has examined © in the ſpirit of candour, 
and in the fear of the Lord,” he ſays, conſiſts in 
this: © Whether the Truſtees ought to have power 
« by themſelves, and of their own authority alone, 
ce to reject any preacher ſent them by Conference, 
« or not.” And if the Truſtees did demand this 
mighty privilege ; wherein conſiſts © the barefaced 


tyranny and injuſtice” of it. An ordinary capacity, 


1 think, will never be able to difcover it. 


A ſociety of people, wiſhing for a comfortable and 


convenient houſe for divine worſhip, have contri- 
buted a ſhare of that money they have earned by the 
ſweat of their bxows, for building a houtc for that 
purpoſe : when this houſe is ere-ted, to whom does 
it belong; to thoſe people or to the Viethoditt Con- 
ference? This is a queſtion of ſo very peculiar a na- 
ture, that the public may perhaps gaze with aſtoniſh- 
ment to hear it propoſed ; let that aſtoniſhment, how - 
ever, be reſerved for a future occaſion, while, in the 
mean time, the Truſtees aſſure them, that how pre- 
poſterous ſoever it may appear, it comes nearer the 
grand point in conteſt, by many degrees, than that 
which the Rev. Dr. has, with fo much confidence, 
promulgated. To be ſerious; the ſubſcribers, or 
their I ruftees, moſt certainly ought, in juſtice, to 
remain in full poſſeſſion of Uliat privilege, and not 
be dependent upon the ſole picaiure of Conteience, 
for the removal of any miniſter who may imcur their 
juſt diſpleaſure. A privilege, however tyrannical it 
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may appear when veſted in the Truſtees, the Con- 
ference are baretaced enough to arrogate wholly and 
ſoleiy to themſelves, thereby depriving the I ruitees 
of any, the leaſt authority upon their own territories, 
and in deed, though not in word, claiming the pro- 
perty themſelves: which they muſt confeſs to have 
been their original deſign even at the expence of a 


furt in Chancery. But the Truſtees cannot recollect 


they ever did demand this mighty privilege ; they 
would have been content with ſcarce ſo much as a 
privilege of fitting in judgment along with the aſſiſt- 
ant preachers, mentioned in page 7th of the Rev. 
Dr.'s pamphlet ; but this was charitably denied them. 
The Conference, the Rev. Dr. informed them in his 


laſt letter, „were unanimouſly reſolved to be judged 
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by their Peers, that they would be jury, judges, 
and executioners; and that of conſequence, the 
Truſtees muſt crouch under the ſame © barefaced 
tyranny and injuſtice” they were moſt wrongfully 
Gale of aſſuming. This the Truſtees affirm to 
be the real ſtate of the matter; ſo that as the * grand 
hinge” on which all the Rev. Dr.'s arguments turn, 
according to his own confeſſion, is diſcovered to be 
not only frail and unſtable, but abſolutely falſe. A 
period might, with great propriety, be here put to 
the whole butinels, it being demonſtrated that his 
building is placed not on a ſandy, but upon no founda- 
tion at all. But as error leads to error, fo this is only 
a ſlight ſpecimen of the falſhoods with which the Rev. 
Dr.'s narrative abounds, as, I hope, with little la- 
bour, to be able to prove in the courſe of a few 
pages, which muſt he looked upon merely as a de- 
tence againft accuſations, which, if true, morality 
would bluſh to own, andreligion fleefrom with horror. 

Jo proceed, then, in this irkſome undertaking. 
The next thing which comes under conſideration, 1s 
the eminently pious Mr. Valton's'“ manuſcript, 
for the truth and ſincerity of which, altho' he ap- 


peals 
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peals to the conſciences of ſundry reputable charac- 
ters; and further, in the moſt ſolemn manner, to 
the . reator of all 'I hings, I am conſtrained to ſay 
is by no means an immaculate performance: —1 hall 
therefore endeavour, with all due vigilance and re- 
collection, to re-iify this matter alſo, and with that 
candour which I truſt pizty will never think repre- 
henſible.— Mr. Valton ſays, “It was agreed that 
Mr. Veſley ſhould be requeſted to allow two or 
three trivial alterations in the Conference Deed; that 
a letter was written by Mr. Heald to Mr. Atlay, re- 
queſting him to uſe his influence with Mr. Weſley 
to obtain that conceſſion.” Upon the moſt minute 
ſcrutiny of Mr. Heald's Jetter, the Truſtees do 
aſſure that gentleman, the leaſt evidence of any re- 
queſt to one or the other of them is not diſcoverable, 
nor the leaſt mention of any trivial alterations in the 
Conference Deed. This deed, which the Preachers 
wiſhed the houſe to be ſettled upon, was the original 
cauſe of contention, and not that extraordinary pri- 
vilege which the Rev. Dr. fo learnedly and elabo- 
rately exclaims againſt. This was the turbulent 
fountain from whence the ſtream of diſcord aroſe ; 
but this the Truſtees rejected from the very begin- 
ning, and to this reſolution they remained ſtedfait to 
the concluſion ; they judiciouſly conjectured, that if 
their houſe was ſettled upon that plan, the Confe- 
rence would be under no obligation to ſupply them 
with any preachers at all (ſee the form of the deed, 
in the Conference Minutes, from the ycar 44 to 
1780;) and of conſequence, before my would at- 
tempt to lay the foundation of the houſe, deſired a 


few queſtions to be propoſed to Mr. Weſley, viz. 
&« If the Conference ſhould neglect to ſupply the 
hou e with preachers, whether it would be under- 
ſtood, to remain the property of Conference, or 
the Fruſtees would have a power to provide for 
themſelves;” and ſecondly, „If any preacher ſent 


them 


Be, 
them ſhould be found guilty of immorality, whether 
the ruſtees would have a power of rejecting him:“ 
And theſe queſtions “ were humbly hoped to be 
founded in reaſon,” as J can ſcarcely imagine the 
Rev. Dr. himſelf will attempt to deny.— This is 
the ſubſtance of Mr. Heald's letter, referred to by 
Mr. Valton; but how far it contains any requeſt for 
trivial alterations in the Conference Deed, let the 
publick judge. And theſe queſtions received a full 
and complete anſwer from Mr, Weſley, in Mr. At- 
lay's anſwer to Mr. Heald, quoted by the Rev. Dr. 
he not being only willing, but deſires them to accept 
of thoſe privileges. | his is a truth from which there ; 
is no appeal. But why the Conference thought | 
proper to ſwerve from this agreement, the Truſtees 
are at a loſs to underſtand ; that they did ſwerve from 
it the Rev. Dr.'s pamphlet is an incontrovertible 
teſtimony, and then, and not till then, the conteſt 
begun. — Ur how Mr. Valton could imagine that Mr. 
Heald's letter contained any requeſt is as great a 
myſtery ; that erainently pious gentleman, neverthe- 
leſs, makes no ſeruple to appeal to the conſciences of 
the Fruſtees and his Creator himſelf, for the truth 
of his aſſertion. And the Truſtees make no ſcruple 
to inform him, that if his conſcience be burthened 
with no greater accumulation of guilt than over- 
whelms theirs on this acount, he never need heſitate 
approaching that awful tribunal to which he ſo | 
| ſolemnly appeals, with the moſt heroic courage and | 
intrepidity. | | 
Theſe alterations, however, which it ſeems now _ 
bear a ſtrong ſimilarity to the Rev. Dr.'s “ grand | 
point in conteſt, Dr. Coke now proceeds to exam- 
ine, and gravely enquires “ whether they include a 
power veſted in the Truſtees to reject a preacher on 
their own judgment and determination, or not ?*'— 
This, he confeſſes, will be immediately cleared up 
by Mr. Atlay's letter to Mr. Heald, which he has 
accordingly 
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accordingly inſerted for that purpoſe. And the 
Truſtees beg leave to atk the Rev. Dr. Does not that 


letter anſwer in the affirmative, as evident as the cha- 


racters of the Engliſh alphabet can render it ? Does 
not Mr. Weſley not only grant, but dz/re the 
Truſtees to accept of that power? "Ihe Rev. Dr.'s 
ſight cannot be ſo obſcured, his mind cannot be fo 
far engaged in any multiplicity of buſineſs, nor his 
imagination ſo warm in vindication of his brethren, 
that he cannot perceive what is obvious to the meaneſt 
capacity: What then can the Rev. Dr. mean, if he 
has any meaning at all, by his truly admirable com- 
ment thereupon ? where he ſeems to have forgot the 
firlt queſtion in the letter, and recurs to the power of 
rejection for immorality alone; afterwards exclaim- 
ing, moſt vehemently, againſt the "Truſtees for being 
both accuſers, jury, judges, and executioners of the 
poor criminal, whoſe ſtate would be truly deplorable 


if this was in reality the caſe? But the Rev. Dr. has 


a talk yet remaining, to prove that theſe extravagant 
Truſtees did require a power of this kind. The Dr. 
ought to recollect, that this was a voluntary conceſſion 
of Mr. Weflev, a conceſſion he thought proper to ac- 
cede to, however contrary to law and equity it may 
ſeem to Dr. Coke. He expreſſes great aſtoniſhment 


that ſo wiſe a man as Vir. Weſley ſhould accede to 


ſuch a propoſal. We are informed by Mr. Valton 


it was very trivial, therefore, perhaps, too trivial for 


that great man to honour with any notice at all. 
Whether the Rev. Dr.'s aſtoniſhment was excited at 


this, or whether it was of a different nature, may 


preſently, perhaps, become more apparent, 

But further, he ſays “ he has been informed by 
good authority, that in a ſubſequent letter of Mr. 
Weſley's to the Jruſtees, he there declares who are 
to be the judges; obſerving, in an interlineation, 
that the preacher muſt be tried before aſſiſtant 
preachers.— This is wonderful indeed! The Rev. 


Dr. 's. 


3 
Dr. 's ideas muſt certainly be in ſtrange confuſion. 
Does he not perceive, ſhould this be true, either 
Mr. Weſley muſt be guilty of a palpable contradic- 
tion, or Mr. Atlay of a very atrocious falſhood ? 
the former of which I hope ſelf-regard, and the 
latter his chriſtianity, will prevent him from even 
ſuſpecting.—If Mr. Weſley really thought the aſſiſt- 
ant preachers alone to be the proper judges, ſo wiſe 
and intelligent a gentleman certainly could never 
have granted that power to the '['ruſtees? Mr. 
Welley, the Truſtees are convinced, is a much more 
conſcientious man than to ſuffer his thoughts and 
actions to be ſo at variance with each other.— 
They will therefore endeavour to reſcue this matter 
allo from that obſcurity with which it ſeems to be en- 
veloped, and attempt to enlighten the Rev. Dr.'s 


underſtanding in this embarraſſing particular, by 


aſſuring him, that Mr. Weſley's ſentiments in this 
caſe are by no means agreeable to his repreſentation, 
and requeſting him not to bewail the loſs of the 
copy, ſince they can eaſily help him to the original, 


which is, in reality, no letter at all, but propoſals of- 


fered fome time ago to Mr. Weſley by the Truſtees 


for a ſettlement, wherein is inferted the interlinea- 
tion he mentions, to which is annexed a reference to 


a paragraph at the end, where Mr. Weſley expreſsly 
aſſerts, the ¶iſtants and Leaders to be the proper 
judges, and this in his own hand writing—A teſti- 
mony for the ſubverſion of which arguments and 
aſſertions will be as ineffectual as a cobweb to tame 
Leviathan ; a luminary which all the Rev. Dr.'s elo- 
quence will never be able to obſcure, 

I would here beg leave to give the Rev. Dr. a little 
friendly advice, by deſiring him, in future, to pay a 
little more attention to his authorities ; for let them 
come from whatever quarter they may, if his autho- 
rities, his aſſertions, his facts and his reaſonings reſt 
upon no better foundation, he may be aſſured they 


will 
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will be productive in every perſon acquainted with 
the real truth, of nothing but generous mdignation ; 
or be condemned to the ignominious doom of ab- 
ſolute contempt. 

The Rev. Dr. is guilty of another egregious miſ- 
take, which as the I ruſtees are at length engaged in 
opening his eyes to the error of his ways, I think 
ought by no means to be ſuffered to remain un- 
noticed. Even granting him that very extraordinary 
aſſertion he has ſo confidently offered to publick 
view, concerning the privilege claimed by the I'ruſ- 
tees, it by no means follows, that the ſame perſons 
will be accuſers, jury, judges, and executioners. It 
is not an impoſſible, but far from a probable conſe- 
quence. Suppoſe, for inſtance, any preacher ſhould 
attempt the chaſtity of a woman ; the woman, and 
not the Truſtees, becomes the accuſer. Suppoſe an- 
other ſhould be intoxicated, his hands be guilty of 
ſtealing, his tongue of evil ſpeaking, lying and 1 
dering, the perſon injured, or he within whoſe cog- 
nizance any of theſe may happen to come, will be 
the accuſer, and not the I ruſtees; fo far from it, 
the '! ruſtees, from regard to a man whole perſon 
they may have honoured, and whoſe doctrines th 
may have eſpouſed, would undoubtedly exult in an 
opportunity of proving the accuſation falſe and 
groundleſs; they certainly could have no pleaſure in 
acting otherwiſe, and that his conviction would be 
productive of no credit to them, every one will 
readily allow. Let the Dr. produce a ſingle inſtance 
of the latter in ſupport of his aſſertion : With in- 
ſtances of the former, I believe the hiſtory of Me- 
thodiſm will furniſh him with numerous examples. 

It cannot but be imagined the publick are already 
ſufficiently ſatisfied with this ſpecimen of the Rev, 
Dr.'s © State of Dewſbury-Houſe;“ which if in 
the ſame ſtate with the grand hinges on which all 
his arguments turn, I am apprehenſive would be no 

| eligible 
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eligible ſituation for c ther preachers or people; 
what follows, however, concerning that memorable 
letter of Mr. Atlay's, ſigned by Mr. Weſley, the 
Zoth July, 1788, probably may be found to merit a 
diſtinction equal to a ſtar of the firſt magnitude. 
The Rev. Dr. ſays, Mr. Weſley's letter of the 
« ſame date, demonſtrates, in the cleareſt manner, 


_ © that he never changed his ſentiments, but was ſtill 


« of opinion the preachers ought not to be judged 
by the [ ruſtees, but by the aſſiſtant preachers,” &c. 
The Truſtees are humbly of opinion (and think it 
conſentaneous to reaſon, to which truth, and com- 
mon ſenſe likewiſe, each contribute their mite) that 
if it demonſtrates any thing, it demonſtrates pre- 
ciſely the contrary.—lf that was Mr. Wefley's opi- 
nion, it is impoſſible for them to imagine why he 
gave his aſſent to Mr. Atlay's letter? Mr. Weſley 
certainly never could entertain two opinions, 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to each other, and be con- 
vinced of the rectitude of each. This the Rev. Dr. 
allows to be an objection, and grants, if that letter 
were «conſidered without the attendant circumſtances, 
it would be inſuperable.—If, then, the Rev. Dr.'s 
arguments, or rather aſſertions, to prove, or more 
properly A r his readers of this, can be over- 
turned by plain matter of fact, this objection, it is 
Ae will remain an objection ſtill. The Rev. 

r. brings a ſtrong accuſation againſt Mr. Atlay of 
« drawing Mr. Welley into the ſigning of that let- 
« ter, during the hurry of buſineſs,” &c.— The 
Truſtees are ſorry they are ſo often obliged to awaken 
the Dr.'s drowſy recollection, but this happens to be ſo 
very material a part, that they cannot forbear requeſting 
his pardon whilſt they refreſh his memory by a few 
ſeaſonable interrogations. Has he entirely forgot 
that Mr. Weſley had that letter (which was penned 
by his own orders) read over to him twice in his 
own ſtudy by Mr, Atlay, early in the morning, * 
the 
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the moit deliberate manner? That at that time, 
when the underſtanding is moſt unclouded and te - 
rene, he gave his free aſſent to its propriety, in pre- 
ference to his own, which he wrote on the ſame 
occaſion? And is the Rev. Dr.'s memory ſo very 
deficient as to forget, that himſelf gave his hearty 
aſſent to the ſame? that many of the Conference 
Committee did the fame, amongſt whom were XIr. 
Pawſon, Mr. "Thompſon, and Mr. Mather? that he 
took a copy of it in Mr. Atlay's houſe, and after- 
wards, with his own hand, inſerted it in the Con- 
ference Regiſter? that it was kept open till five 
o'clock in the afternoon, for the inſpection of any 
preacher who choſe to examine it? that he and 
others were aſſured by Mr. Atlay, that notwithſtand - 
ing Mr. Welley had ſigned it, if it was not agree- 
able to them /, it ſhould never go? Was Mr. 
Weſley then not alone drawn into it? Were all 
their intellects ſo perplext with buſineſs, that no in- 
dividual in the whole number could diſcover Mr. 
Atlay's real intentions, when expreſt as plain as 
language can render them? if ſo, it is extremely 
probable they were in no proper capacity for tranſ- 
acting buſineſs in Conference, if that buſineſs re- 
quired the ſimple exertion of any one faculty inherent 
in the human mind. Truly this is a very miſerable 
apology, and more ſubſtantial reaſons muſt be offered 
to combat this very formidable objection, or it will 
ſtill remain an inſuperable obſtacle, a rock which ar- 
tillery ſo weak and ineffectual will never be able to 
level wie h the ground. Theſe are the principal ar- 
ticles to which it is probable the Rev. Dr. would 
give the denomination of facts, contained in his ad- 
mirable pamphlet; and the Truſtees preſume, from 
what has been ſaid, that every unprejudiced mind will 
enjoy a full perſuaſion of their futility ; what remain, 
as they reſt upon the ſame baſis; their conſidera- 
tion would be ſuperfluous, and their diſproval a la- 


bour 


134 
baur of folly. That the Truſtees did not require 
the authority the Rev. Dr. mentions, is evident from 
Mr. Atlay's letter, ſigned by Mr. Weſley, where 
they would have remained ſatisfied with a participa- 
tion of that authority; nay, more, themſelves remain- 
ing alone the evidence, the power of rejection being 


_ veſted in the aſſiſtant preachers, provided that evi- 


dence was unanimous.* Every circumſtance in that 
letter was agreed to by the Truſtees, and if the Con- 
ference had honourably remained firm to their 
agreement, peace would long ago have been eſtab- 
liſhed, and diſcord heard of no more. But by ſome 
unaccountable levity and irreſolution, in a few days 
their ſolemn aſſent was revoked, and the Truſtees 
informed by the Rev. Dr. Coke, that the propoſals 

__ therein 


* That the reader may be ſatisfied of the truth of this, I ſhall 


here inſert Mr. Atlay's letter to Mr, Heald, verbatim from the 
original. 


% My dear Brother, 


* Tam in great haſte, and therefore muſt write in haſte z—laft 
night I had an interview with Mr. Weſley, and molt of the 
preachers who have formerly met with you on the ſettlement of 
your houſe ; I really believe they much wiſh for an agreement, 
and I think what they now requeſt may eaſily be complied with. 
It is only, that in caſe any preacher ſent to you, ſhould be ob- 
jected to by you, that you ſhall not filence him, nor put him 
away, without your firſt calling three of the neareſt aſſiſtants to 


&« London, July ;oth, 1788. 


hear your complaint, who, on your ##anznous evidence againſt 


him, ſhall agree to put him away, and the ſame week provide 
* you with another out of ſome of the neareſt circuits, till a 
* proper preacher can be got to take the place; and the aſſiſtants 
** lo called, ſhall on the firit notice given to them, come over to 
* you on the day fixed for that purpcſe. This requeſt does not 


affect your property in the houſe, your collections, or any thing 
of that kind.“ F . | f 


4 have no objection to this — JoHN WESLEY." 


* Mr. Weſley deſires you will loſe no time in your anſwer 
* to him, or your affectionate, 
7 « JoAHN ATLAY,” 


„ 
therein contained muſt drop; + that new methods 
of accommodation muſt again be propoſed ; that 


B 2 the 


+ That I may not be accuſed of wiſhing the publick to rccei + 


this upon my own teſtimony, I ſhall here inſcrt the Rev. Lr. 
letter alſo, 


« To the Truſtees of the Preaching-Houſe at Dewſbury. 


«© London, Auguſt 6th, 1788. 
« My dear Brethren, bens 
* I am deſired by the Conference to inform you, that they are 
ananimouſly determined to be judged only by their Peers in 
reſpect to their appointments and miniſter ial laboùrs.— Mr, Wetley 
* alſo delires me to inform you, that he cannot act againſt the 
* unanimous determination of the Conference, and therefore the 
* propolal made to you in Mr, Atlay's letter muſt drop. The 
* method we now 8 for an accommodation is as follows: 
i 1ſt, We appoint Meilrs. Mather, Pawſon, and Thompſon, as our 
delegates, to meet the Truſtees once more. 2d, T he Truit-e+ 
are to inform our delegates whether any deed has been cxccute:t 
* or not; and if any deed has been executed, the Truſtees are io 
© ſhow the deed to our delegates, 3d, If a deed has been exe- 
* cuted and enrolled in Chancery (without which enrollment the 
deed is null and void by virtue of the Mortmain act) then let 
* a ſupplemental deed be drawn up on a ten ſhilling ſtamp, 


** which ſupplemental deed muſt ailo be enrolled within ſix 
: months after its execution, and let the following clauſes be 


inſerted in the ſame ſupplemental deed, viz. iſt, That the 
Rev. John Weſley, during his life; and after his deceafe, the 
Conference of the people called Methodiſts, and no others, 
4% thall have authority to ſend, year after year, for ever, preachers 
to Dewſbury, to preach the Word of God in the ſaid preach- 
ing- houſe.— 2d, Provided, nevertheleſs, that if the ſaid 
1 chers, or any one of them lo {ent by the ſaid Conterenca, 
* 8 by the fd Truttees, the laid Truſtees ſhall 
fummon three of the neiglibouring aſſiſtant preachers, who are 
in connection with the ſaid Conference, which aſſiſtant preachers 
ſhall attend accordingly, and ſhall hear the complaints of the 
ſaid Truſtees: and if the faid aſſiſtant preachers ſhall judge the 
complaints of the ſaid Truſtees to be ſufficient, then they, the 
ſaid aſſiſtant preachers, ſhall remove the ſuid preacher or preachers 
to complained againſt, and ſupply the faid preaching-houſe with 
a preacher or preachers inſtead of the preacher or preachers ſo 
removed; and the faid aſſiſtant preachers ſhall alſo apply immecli- 
ately to the ſaid John Weſley, during his life, or to the Preſident 
of the ſuid Conference after the deceaſe of the ſaid John Wetley, 
who ſhall, as ſoon as poſſible, ſupply the ſaid preaching-houſe 
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6 
the U'ruſtees muſt bind themſelves for ever, to re- 
ceive no preachers from any one except Mr. Weſley 
and the Conference; that if any preacher ſhould be 
diſapproved of by them, they ſhould ſummon three 
of the neighbouring ailiſtants, who, if they judged 
their complaints ſufficient, ſhould remove him. Is 
not this ſufficient to create more than aſtoniſhment, 
in the moſt lethargic diſpoſition? What kind of 
people did they ſuppoſe the Truſtees to be ? Did 
they imagine them to be the flaves of the Confe- 
rence ? Jo be hurled around like weathercocks by 
every inconſtant gale, and ready to accede to every 
meaſure their unaccountable caprice might devile ? 
How were they to be aſſured they ſhould ever get 
quit of their burthen, when the power of alleviating 
or increaſing it was entirely at the pleaſure of their 
Lords and Maſters, the affiſtant preachers, who had 
already afforded them proofs of inſtability in the 
very tranſaction which faſtened their yoke upon 
them? What could the Conference intend by pay- 
ing no regard to their, engagements, firſt aſſerting, 
then contradicting, and again denying? Can they 
ſtand forth, and before the world pronounce, that 
the Truſtees ever ſet them an example of this nature? 


« with: a preacher or preachers, inſtead of the preacher or 
« preachers ſo removed as aforeſaid, until the meeting of the ſaid 
« Conference, —-—-N, B. If there be no dced drawn up and 
« enrolled, then the above clauſs may be inſerted in a new deed. + 
„ 3d, If you conſent to the above clauſe, and execcute the 
«* proper inſtrument accordingly, then our delegates ſhall imme- 
« Giately afterwards appoint Mr. John Shaw and Mr. William 
& Percival, as your preachers. for the enſuing year. But if you 
« will not conſent to the above clauſe, we mult withdraw outſelves 
from you, pray for you in ſecret, and leave you to God. 


« I am your affectionate brother, 
© ThHoOMas CokE.“ 


„ P. 8. Meſſrs. Mather, Pawſon and Thompſon, will meet 
* you, God willing, at Dewſburv, on Thurſday in the next week, 


in 


* the 14th of this month, at two in the afternoon.” | 


The 
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The Truſtees were ſtedfaſt to their engagements, and 
uniform in their deſigns through the whole courſe 
of the contelt, They were men, and reſolved, at 
all hazards, to maintain their rights and privilezes as 
men. Providence had placed them in a land of li- 
berty, and they were zealous to award the dominion 
of deſpotic governors. he Rev. Dr.'s propoſals, 
therefore, met with that treatment, which, if he has 
the feelings of humanity, he cannot but be conſcious 
they richly deſerved An unanimous rejection, Had 
the "Truſtees acceded to theſe propoſals they had ſo 
often. before refuſed, and that, after others more con- 
gruous to reaſon had beeri agreed to, would not 
their conduct have appeared unto the world in a truly 
ridiculous light? Nay, would not the Conference 
themſelves have laughed at them as the dupes of 
their romantic defigns? After they had at their own 
expence and labour erected a houle, been threatened 
with a loſs of their own property, and that, by 
means of a conteſt in law; after Mr. Mather, a 
Conference miniſter, in the very pulpit, had, with 
unparallelled audacity, diſcharged the people from 
paying the Truſtees the annual tribute for their fit- 
tings; after they had had the moſtatrocious ſtigmas un- 
deſervedly fixed upon their characters, and that in 
public Conference; after all theſe aggravated inſults, 
how could the moſt abject credulity even imagine 
they would accede to ſuch meafures ? Such an acqui- 
eſcence would have been an argument of ſervile 
ſubjection and tame inſeriſibility.— hat the Rev. 
Dr. mentions “ concerning his peruſal of books on 
the laws of nations, &c. but never meeting with 
ſuch an inſtance of barefaced tyranny,” is ſtrangely 
miſapplied. He is attempting to remedy an imagi- 
nary diſeaſe in his neighbour, whilſt his own conſt - 
tution is afflicted with the fame in reality. * his 
tyranny, which contradts the features of the "I ruſtees 
into ſuch hideous diftortion, abſtracting the privi- 
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jege of „ accuſers,” (and perhaps not even that, as 
I have before proved) is what the Conference are 
aiming at, and that in a very imperious tone. "The 
Truſtees wiſhed for a Republican Government, 3 
diviſion of authority; nothing leſs than abſolute 
monarchy would fatisfy the Conference. Never- 
theleſs, if the Rev. Dr. will take the trouble to 
peruſe hiſtory, either Civil or Eecleſiaſtical, Euro- 
pean or Aſiatic, there is no doubt he will find ten 
thouſand inſtances of tyranny more abominable than 
either of theſe, and equal, if not ſuperior to the 
% Popiſh Inquiſition“ itſelf. 

This tyranny and injuſtice, which is ſo cumber- 
ſome a load on other men's, but ſo eaſy an one on 
his own ſhoulders, is truly what no man or ſet of 
men have a juſt authority to e any one to ſub- 
mit to, and which might be productive of the ſame 
conſequences he enumerates, in entirely cutting the 
ſinews of Chriſtian diſeipline, when lodged in the 
hands of aſſiſtant preachers, as well as Truſtees. 
But did ever the Rev. Dr. read books on the laws 
of nations, which authorized one man to ſeize the 
property of another without the leaſt provocation ; 
if he has, he muſt certainly have found them among 
the rude barbarians who overturned the Roman em- 
pire, or the ſavage tribes in America. And 
ſuch a book would be a very valuable and curious 
ornament to the Britiſh Muſeum. After what 
has been ſaid, it is evident the Rev. Dr.'s treat- 
ment of Mr. Atlay cannot appear in any amiable 
point of view; It is treatment which can never 
be juſtified upon the precepts of Chriſtianity, never 
reconciled to the dictates of that juſtice to which he 
makes ſuch ardent appeal. It is obvious to the moſt 
ſuperficial obſervation, from the foregoing account, 
on which fide the ſcale preponderates ; that the 
Truſtees were not requiring that enormous privi- 
lege; that they were not ing to tyranny, and 
guilty 


2uilty or injuſtice; that they were only faithful 
to the truſt impoſed upon them by the ſubſcribers, 
and anxious to preſerve that property which law 
could never have forced from them, and equity 
would never have required. Is Mr. Atlay then cul- 
pable in engaging himſelf in their defence, and 
abetting their deſigns? If his conduct alone has 
been productive of all the diſputes and evi, as the 
Rev. Dr. is pleaſed to denominate them, does he 
deſerve cenſure or applauſe ? If cenſure is due to that 
man who ſacrifices his own eaſe for the welfare of 
his neighbour, no man merits a more accumulated 
load. It is with unſpeakable happineſs the Truſtees 
aſſert, that Mr. Atlay's conduct has uniformly been 
upright and generous, and in continual tenor to the 
rules of that goſpel, which he not only profeſſes to 
believe, but evinces by the more arduous taſk of 
undeviating practice. Such is the conduct which 
the Rev. Dr. has ſo minutely examined, and at 
length, forſooth, diſcovered to be © drawing forth the 
eloven foot, and with Satan dividing to the utmoſt, 
&c. which he has compared as analogous to com- 
mitting murther, as contrary to brotherly love, to 
Juſtice, to every tender tie which thould bind man 
to man, and man to God; as a conduct which 
ought by no means to be perſevered in, but avoided 
as militating againſt every thing that is good.“ But 
let reaſon judge, let prejudice itſelf acknowledge, 
thatitisaſhining exampleof that conduct, whichif the 
Conference had purſued, peace would have flouriſhed, 
and diſcord been utterly unknown. So far however 
was it from being the ſole cauſe of contention, that 
the Rev. Dr. may be aſfiured the Truſtees are ſo ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing betwixt right and wrong, that 
their conduct would never have deviated from the 
ſame beaten path it has hitherto purſued, if the 
name of Mr, Atlay had never been heard of in the 
Methodiſt connection, or Mr. Atlay himfelf never 


exiſted, 
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exiſted. But now the Rev. Dr. to crown his admi- 
rable chain of reaſoning, has “ proved to a demon- 
ſtration, that the 'T ruſtees are ſenſible of the injuſtice 
of their own proceedings,” and that by roundly 
aſſerting, that they have offered Mr. Atlay twice as 
much as the Conference requeſted. | 

If the Truſtees had made an offer of this kind 
to Mr. Atlay (which neither they or he ever fo 
much as dreamt of ) perhaps their donation might 
nt not have been beſtowed upon an unworthy ob- 
ject. But how can this offer prove them to be ſen- 
ſible of the injuſtice of their own proceedings? How 
is it poſſible for that wonderful concluſion to flow 
from thoſe premiſes? The Rev. Dr. ſhould recol- 
lect, that it is one thing for a man to commit an in- 
jury, and quite another for himſelf to be conſcious 
it is 1o. There is no neceſſary connection betwixt 
the one and the other. But did the Rev. Dr. 
ever hear Mr. Atlay ſay, The Truſtees at Dewſ- 
bury would bind themſelves for ever to receive no 
preacher but him, and if his conduct ſhould be 
diſapproved of by them, his ſtay or removal from 
his ſituation ſhould be entirely at the option of him- 
felf or his friends.” Bold as he is, the Rev. Dr. 
will ſcarcely aſſert this, yet this is ſimply what the 
Conference require. What then will be the amount 
of a privilege twice as extenſive? Mr. Atlay, like 
any reaſonable being, before he quitted his ſtation 
under Mr. Weſley, requeſted of the Truſtees to 
know upon what conditions he came among them ; 
and not without reaſon, after the dreadful character 
impoſed upon them in open Conference, not being 
certain, perhaps, whether, like ſome of his predeceſ- 
ſors (if their report was to be credited he might be 
conſtrained to obſerve Involuntary Fas. Verily, 
it is doubtful but this, like many other of the Rev. 
Dr.'s facts, when viewed through the optic of truth, 
will be inviſible to vulgar eyes. The Truſtees, be - 
aſſured, 
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aſſured, will Tender unto Cæſar the things which are 
Cæſar's, but to render unto Cæſar the things v'/hich 
are not Cæſar's, is fo grievous a taſk, that they 
muſt beg leave to be excuſed from the performance 
of it. 

The Truſtees having now, it is hoped, com- 
pleatly heaved this terrible hurthen, impoſed by the 
Rev. Dr. from off their ſhoulders; the publick are 
requeſted to give patient attention a little longer, 
whilſt copying the Rev. Dr.'s example, they give, a 
further “ Vindication of their condu4}.”-—And ift, 
The Truſtees are perſuaded, if their conduct be 
compared with that of the Conference by the im- 
partial eye of Equity, the cnarys of injuſtice will 
by no means fall to their ſhare. Let the Conference 
point out a ſingle deed, a word, a thought they 
have ever detected, which tended to obſcure their 
characters as Chriſtians. The Conference have not 
alone in ſilent thought, but in their words, their 


actions, proved, and that before the world, their 


contempt of thoſe precepts of univerfal benevolence, 
paſſive obedience, and non reſiſtance, which Chriſ- 
tianity inculcates. They have been the active per- 
ſons thro' the whole; the Truſtees have merely 


ſtood upon ſelf-defence. Nay, when the Confe- 


rence made their voluntary retreat from the houſe 
(where, if they had behaved themſelves as Chriſtian 
miniſters, they might have continued for ages in 
undiſturbed repoſe) as the Rev. Dr. in his letter 
profeſſed they ſhould do, and pray for their welfare; 
but inſtead of obeying that promiſe, they immedi- 
ately barred every avenue they could deviſe which 
the Truſtees might have recourſe to for preachers, 
until Mr. Atlay's arrival, in which office the induſtry 
of the ue Mr. Mather was particularly con- 
ſpicuous. For this purpoſe, perſons of umblemiſhed 
character were again authoriſed to preach by Con- 
terence, who had been ejected, not for immorality, 

not 


. 


not for miſconduct, not for irregularity, but, tell it 


not in Gath, for abetting the conduct of the Truſ- 


tees; others were laid under an abſolute prohibition 
by threats of rejection from their connection, ſhould 
they preach in the houſe; ſome nevertheleſs were 
found who deſpiſed their Anathemas, rejected their 
commands with deſerved contempt, and boldly ſtood 
up in the pulpit, whilſt the meek and inoffenſive mi- 
niſters of the Conference, in the publick market- place, 
gave a ſpecimen of the Rev. Dr. 's promiſe of with- 
drawing themſelves ; not that the Truſtees can ap- 
parently find by “ praying for them,” and ſhowing 
a ſpirit of benevolence, but by a moſt virulent and 
ungenteel oppoſition, attempting to attract the con- 
gregation from the houſe, and ſpreading reports 
which in no wiſe redounded to the reputation of the 
Truſtees. What opinion can be formed of thoſe 
gentlemen who would not preach in the houſe them- 
ſelves, and were incenſed at another for performing 
that office. May it not be reaſonably aſked, whether 
this is what the Rev. Dr. calls burning for the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls, with that enthuſiaftic ardor which no 
one who has not experienced can conceive? How 
could they think of making that place the ſeat of 
deſolation and emptineſs, which had been erected 
for, and was then ardent in the ſame defign: they 
profeſſed themfelves to be engaged in? This alone 
can be attributed to reſentment or avarice, two 
paſſions which never ought to obtain dominion in 
the pacific boſom of a chriſtian. Let them not 
have the effrontery to infinuate, they were fearful, 
leſt when the ſhepherds were departed, the flock 
ſhould be ſcattered; they well know, and cannot 
with fincerity deny, that a Shepherd there is, one 
whoſe character is above reproach, and from whom 
the (hafts of either fatire, or open indignation, glide 
harmlefs and inoffenſive. This aſſertion, befides, in- 
valves a train of abſurdities too ridiculous to be 


men- 
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mentioned. But I would aſk the Conference, Are 
there not other houſes, and thoſe of much greater 
moment than the ſmall one at iZewſ{bury, ſtill un- 
ſettled on Conference plan? What is the large houſe 
at Mancheſter, that at London itſelf, with ſundr 

others? Why was not their thunder hurled at a 
much more. conſpicuous object? W hy do they at- 
tack the extremities. when the head remains infirm ? 
This is a new ſyſtem in politicks, a wonderful 
innovation in the art of healing. —W hy, when the 
eagle offers herſelf to view, ſhould they puſilanimouſly 
refuie the combat, and retire to attack the inoffen- 
ſive dove? In ſhort, to make their conduct have 
ſome ſhadow of conſiſtence with itſelf, Why do 
they not. inſiſt upon every place they preach in being 
ſettled upon Conference plan? Then ſhould we be- 
hold a numerous and magnificent train of barns, 
and ſtables, and courts, and back-yards, and par- 
lours, and kitchens, and work-ſhops, and out- 
houſes, even Dewſbury Market-Place itſelf, appro- 
priated to the ſole uſe and benefit of the Methodiſt 
Conference. Theſe are all affairs which yet remain to 
be juſtified, upon the principles of the Rev. Dr. “s 
“ juſtice and equity.“ 

Is not this treatment enough to rouſe the moſt 
peaceful ſpirit, enough to alarm the moſt careleſs, 
to irritate the moſt benevolent and mild diſpoſition? 
It is treatment which, when received from people 
who profeſs themſelves Miniſters of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, words are inadequate to paint, and 
ideas alone are capacitated to conceive. Yet th 
are convinced the 1 ruſtees were inclined to be quit 
of them for the reception of Mr. Atlay :—If, after 
all this, the Truſtees had any inclination of this 
nature (which they ſolemnly proteſt they never had) 
can any one be aſtoniſhed ? Is not the patience with 
which they ſuffered this long train of inſults much 
more - aſtoniſhing :-—The Conference are amazed 


the 
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the Congregation ſhould entertain the fame opinion 
with their | ruſtees; it is much more amazing how 
ſuch a thought could originate in the head of any 
being endowed with a reaſonable ſoul. — Have the 
Congregation eyes, and ſhall they not ſee? Have 
they ears, and ſhall they not hear? Are they poſſeſſed 
of human intellects, and arrived at years of matu- 
rity, and ſhall they not be enabled to make a di- 
ſtinction betwixt right and wrong? Did they ſup- 
pole them fo loſt to all ſenſation, as rather to chuſe 
ſervitude than freedom, bondage than liberty ?—But, 
they exclaim, They are our children, the fruits of 
our labours.—If ſo, it is much to be feared, they 
are the children of unnatural parents. When a 
chiid is arrived at years of diſcretion, his ideas 
begin to enlarge, he no longer flies for ſhelter under 
the ſhadow of that benignant wing, which was a 
refuge from every danger during the morning of 
life. The parent himſelf expects him to toil among 
the multitude, to provide a manſion to repell the 
tempeſt, and food to ſatisfy the calls of nature, 
and reſigns that paternal authority which was neceſ- 
fary to reſtrain the inordinate fallies of youth. But 
theſe parents, in proportion to the revolution of 
years, would render that authority ſtill more rigo- 
rous and ſevere; they will not allow their offspring 
the privilege of judgment, nor a liberty to uſe 
thoſe faculties, which are the liberal and beneficent 
ifts of natur | 

But the Conference will again object, for there 
are quibbles without end, Did we not offer at 
laſt to ſerve the houſe upon the old plan, and that 
matters ſhould again run on in the old courſe ??” 
If they inſiſt upon this, I hope they will not deny 
it to be a much more formidable proof of their con- 
ſciouſneſs of the injuſtice of their own deſigns, than 
that offered by the Rev. Dr. againſt the I ruſtees. 
But there are times and feaſons for all things, and 
no 


„ 
no one, except a filly dupe of faſhion, would wateli 
all night and fleep all day. No one would erect a 
houſe in the midſt of an ocean, or build a ſhip in 
the centre of a continent—Yet the Conference are 
not entirely free from this abſurdity. Let them de- 
clare at what time this offer was made. Vas it 
not at the time Mr. Atlay had ſhipped off his goods 
for Dewſbury, quitted his ſituation in London, dis- 
obliged the Conference for doing as he ought to dv. 
and caſt himſelf upon the fidelity of his friends a! 
Dewſbury ? Would then the Conference, inſtead ot 
giving the Truſtees an opportunity of repenting 
themſelves of thoſe enormous crimes laid to the!: 
charge, have had them perpetrate a more abominable 
one than all put together, by being guilty of as 
black a piece of treachery and infidelity as ever dit- 
graced the annals of hiſtory ? Surely this offer 15 
either an evidence of extreme folly, or a paſſion in 
herent in the mind, in compariſon to which folly i, 
light; in malignancy, a paſſion which it may bo 
naturally ſuppoſed, they have a thouſand times in 


their pulpits loaded with the moſt opprobrious lan- 


guage—and that paſſion is Revenge. Foily may be 
the effect of a natural cauſe, an effect which educa- 
tion is frequently unable to remedy ; but the latter 
is by no means the offspring of cauſes which reaſo;, 
and religion are uncapable to remove. lt is the aas, 
the reſolution of a rational being, exulting in . 
calamity of a fellow plunging a dagger into tiie bon. 
probably of a friend, and that perhaps for an ins! 
nary injury. Are they willing to acknowleze tlicir 
offer the child of folly, it is pardonable; if not, 
there is indeed cauſe for humiliation and repentainvs ; 
let them not with an adder in their boſons © pro: 
claim, Peace on earth and good will towards men ;* 
let them not aſſert themſelves the Ainifters or 
Heaven, while they cherith a fury productive, of a 
train of paſſions and affections too black to be men- 

C tioned, 


5 


ttoned, 4 catalogue too horrible to be bchelds: 


eſpecially when veiled beneath the mantle. of hypo- 


erily, and which human nature can only gaze upon 


when ſecurely fortified behind the impregnable bul- 
wark of an unbluſhing Countenance, Mr. Atlay 


never did, never wiſhed to-injure them; he only 


withed to do what was juſt and right, to aid the 


oppreſſed and injured. I hat he did otherwiſe muſt. 
de proved by arguments more ſubſtantial than thoſe 
of the Rev. Dr. Coke, which are truly no argu- 
ments at all, but weak and blunt aftertions, ſupported 


alone upon the ſolitary teſtimony of their author. 
is it then poſſible that the Conference could with, 


deliberately with, for misfortune and calamity upon 


the head of their old friend and fellow labourer. 
hen let the Conference never again preſume to re- 


peat their offers and conceilions, till they can redound 


10 their honour; let them reflect, ſeriouſly reflect, 
that every time they mention them, they are ſecretly 
acknowledging the injuſtice of their own proceedings, 
and tacitly giving the Truſtees that praiſe for their 
ability, which openly they will not do. It is with 
no {mall pleaſure, in recalling to memory the days 
v hich are paſt, that the Truſtees can pay that tri- 
bute of applauſe, which they firmly believe to be his 
duc, to their old patron Mr. Weſley; they ſtill re- 
ipect him, they ſtill honour him, they ſtill revere 
lim; whatever they have had to tranſact in his 
preſence, and with him alone, has been- done mn 
peace, and quickly brought to an amicable conclu- 
fion; ſo that in this caſe they fear © in the 
multitude of counfellors there has not been ſafety.“ 
Every perſon who conſults the page of hiſtory, 
will find, that whilſt ſtates and kingdoms are in 
their infancy, unanimity and patriotiſm are chiefly 
prevalent ;' they are then eombined like children 
in one family; unanimous in fentiment, warm in 
affection, and zealous in ſelf-defence. But when 
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By degrees the bounds of dominion are enlarged, 
countries ſubjected to their controul, and mountains 
whoſe ſummits they never beheld before, the ardor 
of affection 838 abates. They are no longer 
a ſpeck in the univerſe, or a drop in the ocean. The 
patriot is loſt in the polite eourtier, and the venerable 
ſtateſman, intent upon his country's welfare, in the 
{ſmooth candidate for office, intent upon his own emo- 


lument. Eccleſiaſtical government is an exact parallel. 


At the time when the firſt Chriſtians ſought refuge from 
perſecution in ſecret places, and were obliged to com- 
memorate and worſhip their Divine Maſter by ſtealth 
and intrigue, a ſovereign Pontiff of all things, ſpiri- 
tual as well as temporal, was utterly unknown ; and 
at the time Mr. Weſley ſet out upon his pilgrimage, . 
with as many followers as could be contained in a 
{mall parlour, the ſchemes and machinations o 
Conference were equally unknown. 

Thus having, I hope; thoroughly examined the 
Rev. Dr.'s pamphlet, and put the various tranſac- 
tions during this conteſt in the light which truth 
required, I think it is high time to put a period to 
this diſagreeable undertaking, and difagreeable every 


one mult allow the refutation of a train of falſhoods 


and contradictions to be. The characters of the 
Truſtees, I preſume, will now no longer appear in 
thoſe gloomy colours with which they have been 
overſhadowed by malevolence. Every unbiaſſed 
reader will never heſitate to applaud the rectitude of 
their intentions; as for thoſe who ſay, they are re- 
ſolved to ſtand by the preachers whether right or 
wrong (and ſuch there are) as I deſpair of producing 
conviction in them, they muſt be ſuffered to enjoy 
their delirium. Where error is choſen in preference 
to truth, argument is empty ſound, and perſuaſion fuel 
added to the fire. Truth has been, all along, the 
object of my chief regard, and what I have delivered 
is, 1 believe, drawn from the pureſt ſources, thoſe of 

ocular 
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ocular. demonſtration, hand-writing, oral teſtimony; , - 
and that from perſons moſt intimately concerned in- 
the affair; in all which, I am apt to imagine, the 
Rev. Dr, has been miſerably deficient, — his 
| aſſertions and arguments have been univerſally fal- 

ML lacious, and partly abſurd ; and ſince the grand hinge 
n upon which the whole turns has been demonſtrated ; 
| a palpable falſhood, an abſolute nonentity ; the pub- « 
> % lic, therefore, at leaſt as many as have credited his 

* % aſſertions, will be pleaſed to imbibe more favourable 

| ideas of the Truſtees, and-caft a {mall ſhave of that 

5 

1 


: 


indignation upon their adverſaries, - or with & more 
2 cbaritable diſpoſition attribute the whole to make 
1 and miſconception. Let the Conference adhere ug 
; faithfully to matter of fact, and I am perſuaded that 
all the energy of rhetorigk, or the pathos. of elo- 1 
quence, will never be able to defend their caule ; : 
that I am abſolutely free from error, would be the 
aſſertion of arrogance and vanity. To conclude; 
the Truſtees, I doubt not, ean- heaftily join in the 
Rev. Dr.'s prayer, „ That the. God of Mercy 
| would blaſt all the deſigns of Abitophel, and bring 
L all his councils to nought; yea, that he would bind 
7 the firſt author of this evil, the Devih, and ſay 
unto him, — Thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther. 
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ocular demonſtration, hand- writing, oral teſtimony, , 
and that from perſons moſt intimately concerned in- 
the affair; in all which, I am apt to imagine, the 
Rev. Dr, has been miſerably deficient, ſince his- 
aſſertions and arguments have been univerſally fal- 
lacious, and partly abſurd ; and ſince the grand hinge 
upon which the whole turns has been demonſtrated 
a palpable falſhood, an ablolute nonentity ; the pub- 
lic, therefore, at leaſt as many as have. credited his 
5 5 aſſertions, will be pleaſed to imbibe more favourable 
ideas of the 'I'rvſtees, and caſt a ſmall ſhare of that 
indignation upon their adverſaries, . or with à more 
cbaritable diſpoſition attribute the whole to mike 
and miſconception. Let the Conference adhere us 
faithfully to matter of fact, and I am perſuaded that 
all the energy of rhetorick, or the pathos. of elo- dS 
quence, will never be able to defend their caule ; 
that I am abſolutely free from error, would be the 
aſſertion of arrogance and vanity. To conclude; 
the 1 'ruſtees, I doubt not, caneheaftily join in the 
Rev. Dr.'s prayer, „ That the. God of Mercy 
would blaſt all the deſigns of 4h:tophe/, and bring 
all his councils to nought ; yea, that he would bind 
the firſt author of this evil, the Devi, and ſay 
unto him, — Thus far ſhalt thou go, and no farther. 
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